ow does the phrase “One-Hun-
H dred-Dollar-a-Year Club” strike

you? I once wrote a short article
about contributing $100 a year to a fund
designated to helping seniors. Little did I
realize how apropos those words would
be today. Now that I see funds to assist
nonprofit organizations tightening up, 1
want people to realize the increased
importance of their donations.

A common misconception is that
nonprofits are funded primarily through
money distributing foundations. In fact,
only 7 percent of annual funding is
accrued through grants.

My belief is that successful organiza-
tions of the future are going to be those
that develop alternative funding sources.

For example, numerous small donors
can stabilize an agency’s funding and
enhance its long-term viability and
capacity to provide charitable services.

[n addition, effective nonprofits should
know how to maximize government
funding without spending those funds for
other than direct services that assist
people.

[t appears to me that the incoming
administration will require stricter
accountability of government funds to
ensure that they are correctly used to help
people, rather than pay for overhead
costs. The same reasoning must also
apply to locally raised funds.
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s this your license plate number? Go to the
nearest HTN Office to verify by noon Tuesday.

GET YOUR BUMPER
STICKER TODAY!

STOP BY ANY OFFICE OR CALL!!
VOLUSIA CO. | BREVARD CO. | INDIAN RIVERMARTINST LUCIE CO.

SB6-322-5000 | 321-242-1013 T72-465-5656

Giving back:
New Year's Resolution
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The bottom line is that the survival of
nonprofits will depend on the need for
their services, plus their ability to raise
funds to meet expenses.

The sustainable organizations will be
those that are innovative, prove their
value and are cost-etfective in providing
services. Demographics also play a part.
[n a county like Brevard with a large
elderly population, there will always be a
need for information, education and
assistance navigating the care network.

For years, we have depended on
funding from the government, United
Way and a relatively small number of
donors to meet the budget. I believe this
will change and that donors will be more
cautious, especially if they cannot easily
see the need for and use of their money.
However, the majority of donors will
support organizations that use their
donations wisely, frugally and in pursuit
of worthy causes.

While every donation counts, think
about the title of my article. There are
545,000 people in Brevard; just 1,000
annual $100 donors would establish the
primary operational base for one charity’s
success by allowing staff to spend more
time on service provision and less time
on fundraising.

This, in turn, would enable donors to
realize a more effective use of their
money.

If you have not selected a charity, I
encourage you to contact one whom you
think would make good use of your
donation and consider becoming one of
the committed $100 donors. This could
be a New Year’s Resolution that could
help a lot of people.

Joe Steckler is the president of Helping
Seniors of Brevard, a nonprofit organiza-
tion designed to advocate, educate and
fundraise on behalf of Brevards senior
citizens. Feel free to contact us at info@
helpingseniorsofbrevard.org or calling
(321) 473-7770.
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Saturday, Dec. 3.

Expiration and ‘use by’ dates

The FDA requires that perishable
foods, such as dairy products, meat,
even non-perishable foods, have an
expiration date or “use by” date printed
on each package.

Am I the only one who is so blind
when looking for that “use by” date?
Because it is printed in such tiny letters
that I carry a magnifying glass now for
some of the products that I purchase at
any grocery store that I go to, and that’s
just the way it is. What a crock.

Thank you Rants & Raves.

A parde come to life
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Alex Schierholtz/staff photographer

Many scenes from the Bible were depicted during the 27th annual
Bible on Parade, hosted by Jesus is the Key Church in Melbourne

Rants & Raves

Got something to say?

Email the Hometown Rants & Raves at

brevhews@hometownnewsol.com
or call (321) 242-1276.

Contributors are asked to refrm'ﬂ fmm making slanderous or libelous statements.

Hurricanes can be
less monstrous

[ am a little disappointed in the scien-
tists working with these hurricanes. If
they can send people to Mars - they are
trying to do that - with all this technolo-
gy you would think by now all of these
years, they would do something about
keeping hurricanes under control. They
control everything else.

Try to change the water temperature
or something. Throw in something like
ice to keep them from getting so mon-
strous to cause all this damage.

See RANTS, page 7
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