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Keeping fit!

Rants & Raves

Got something to say?

Email the Hometown Rants & Raves at

brevhews@hometownnewsol.com
or call (321) 242-1276.

Contributors are asked to refrain from making slanderous or libelous statements.

Thank you for the meal

Recently, in June, I was sitting in Dustin’s
Bar-B-Q having a meal.

It was my first time eating out alone since
my wife passed away the day before Christ-
mas.

There was a couple across the way with a
couple of kids, and I was looking at them
and thinking, “What a nice family they look
to be”

Well, they were indeed just that! I guess
the woman saw right through me, all alone,
and 1 guess looking sad, thinking about
things.

She came over and told me my meal was
paid for. I asked, “why?” And she replied
that they just want to do it for me.

So, there are still some great people
around, with understanding and compas-
sion to others.

In this case the lady nailed it. I was sad,
lonely and feeling alone.

The couple renewed by faith in my fellow
people. Nice people. I will never forget what
they did.

Talking about traffic laws

I have been a school bus driver for a cou-
ple of years now and love it. It is my part-
time job after my career job retirement.

However, being out there on rush hours
(and non-rush hours during field trips or
other midday trips) I can say there is a real
problem with people disobeying traffic laws,
especially when they see a school bus or get
stuck behind one.

It is as nerve wrecking for us bus drivers
as it is for private or commercial vehicular
drivers. The transportation services for the
Brevard Public School System spends a ton
of money on initial training and on-going
training. School bus drivers are not only
“drivers,” but “rolling classroom substitute
teachers” who, not only must pay attention
to traffic laws and patterns, but also to the
behavior of the precious cargo we carry to
and from schools; we are also “janitors” (got

motion sicknesses on board?) in addition to
keeping our buses clean and tidy at all times.

Our supervisors demands and paperwork
are unstoppable and we must adhere strictly
to traffic rules, school board rules, ethical
rules (with students, public, parents and
other drivers). We must only use our two
way radios for communicating (even 911
emergencies are not allowed to be dialed
from our personal phones); we cannot back
up with students on board or make U-turns;
we must watch street signs with “dead ends”
or “no through traffic,” “private road,” etc;
we must stop (stop) at stop signs, not roll
through them, must use our signals for
every move of the steering wheel, must drive
on the right lane at all times, although this
becomes a challenge if we are to make a left
turn at the upcoming traffic light. Most
drivers will not allow us to switch lanes.
That is the reason why we sometimes take
possession of the left lane way before we get
to that intersection, and then our boss gets a
phone call (Ha! Ha!).

Our buses are somewhat “slow manatees”
in comparison to boaters navigating the
waterways; and although we get complains
about driving too fast, it is just an illusion
because our buses are so big and it appears
we are speeding through a 25 mph zone if
we are in fact driving at 25 mph.

Private drivers do not respect our buses
(which are big and yellow for a good reason
of peripheral view to others), they try their
best, at whatever cost, to get around us and
slam on the brakes in front of us because
traffic is slowing down and takes away the
room in front of us; they speed up when we
turn our Amber Student Lights on instead
of slowing down and stop by the time we
turn our Stop Red lights and Stop arms at a
complete stop.

Another challenge is with drivers waiting
at an intersection make that right turn with
their traffic red light on, if they see us com-
ing down the road even if we are only 25 feet
away from that intersection, make the dare-
devil turn anyways, they don’t care to butt
in front of us. It is hard to stop a vehicle that
large and heavy when someone cuts in front
of you.

Kirsten Grodzki of Indialantic and
tice their Acroyoga during Adventu
Tuesday, June 20 in Palm Shores.

Alex Schierholtz/staff photographer
Tamin Holm of Melbourne prac-
re HQ's ribbon-cutting ceremony

Another reason for
senior leadership

that wonderful invention, the back

vibrator, stimulating my weary
muscles when I asked myself this ques-
tion; “Where do I go if I perceive a
problem associated with senior living?”
There is no established plan at the county
level that states where senior leadership is
located.

The Commissioners recently demon-
strated a lack of knowledge of senior
problems by kicking that can down the
road: reducing already insufficient funds
for seniors to address budget shortfalls for
road repair. Compounding the problem is
Brevard’s Housing and Human Services
department, which is relying on local
nonprofits to fight the funding battle for
them.

We have been a long time without a

Iwas sitting in my reclining chair with
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HELPING SENIORS
JOE STECKLER

p 4

national budget signed by the President. I
just reviewed the results of the Governor’s
vetoes and believe he did a good job with
his pen. We have a balanced state budget
because we must do so by law. At the local
level we have a budget, but I am not
convinced our county government and
staff have a true understanding of current
and foreseeable problems regarding
seniors.

See SENIORS, page 21
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Obituaries Scopes

James E. Sullivan Ernest Soares Jr. From page 19

in all situations. New experiences may sway your
opinion.

AQUARIUS - Jan. 21/Feb. 18
A new relationship is taking off, Aquarius. Allow
things to unfold organically and make the most
of opportunities to try new things outside of your
comfort zone.

PISCES - Feb. 19/March 20
Pisces, others look to you for guidance and you
do not disappooint. Make time for yourself and
put some of your own advice to good use.

Sagittarius, focus on your immediate surround-
ings and what needs to get done right away. Let
future plans take a back seat for the moment.
You will get to them soon enough.

CAPRICORN - Dec. 22/Jan. 20
Capricorn, your notion of success today may be
different tomorrow. So maintain an open mind

Ernest Soares Jr., 69, of Melbourne,
died Friday, June 16, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

James E. Sullivan, 89, of Melbourne,
died Wednesday, June 14, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

Darwin T. Rabideaux Nancy L. Fields

Darwin T. Rabideaux, 73, of Mel-
bourne, died Thursday, June 15, 2017.

Arrangements were by Davis Seawinds
Funeral Home, Melbourne.

Nancy L. Fields, 86, of Melbourne, died
Saturday, June 17, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

services to better serve the public with
increasingly limited dollars and also
inform the Commissioners of what they
are losing through intended budget cuts.
So, what part of county government
even addresses these types of needs? As

Seniors

From page 6

The recent vote of the Commissioners
to delete funding for Community Based

Edward L. Smock Linda C. Nolin

Edward L. Smock, 93, of Melbourne,
died Thursday, June 15, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

Linda C. Nolin, 76, of Melbourne, died
Saturday, June 17, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

Organizations over the next five years
demonstrates a failure of county staff to
adequately inform the Commissioners of
the value of local nonprofit services. Are
all worthy of funding? I think not. Still, it

the South Brevard Sharing Center said in
arecent Letter to the Editor in Florida
Today, why can’t nonprofits combine to
maximize services to those in need? This
is not a competition; rather it is a way of
combining resources to capitalize on the

is the job of the Housing and Human staff ! 4 e
best of certain agencies. This is just one

Eileen A. Krueger Phyllis Martin

Phyllis Martin, 74, of Melbourne, died
Saturday, June 17, 2017.

Arrangements were by Davis Seawinds
Funeral Home, Melbourne.

Eileen A. Krueger, 97, of Melbourne,
died Friday, June 16, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

Paul E. Johnson Alfred J. Ehrenreiter
Paul E. Johnson, 84, of Melbourne, died
Friday, June 16, 2017.
Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

Alfred J. Ehrenreiter, 85, of Melbourne,
died Monday, June 19, 2017.

Arrangements were by Ammen Family
Cremation & Funeral Care.

BIG HOLE

2 PERSON SCRAMBLE

JULY 4, 2017
8:00 AM SHOTGUN START

Two players scramble 18-hole shotgun start featuring over-
sized 8” holes. Open to professionals and amateurs, men’s
mixed and lady teams welcomed. Entry free includes tour-
nament fees, range balls, lunch, return green free certificate,
drinks and awards.

$74 non-members per person

$68 PER PERSON -CROWN MEMBERS

$50 PER PERSON - SIGNATURE MEMBERSHIP W/O TRAIL
$35 PER PERSON- SIGNATURE MEMBERSHIP WITH TRAIL
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to advocate to the Commissioners on
behalf of the programs that do work and
help others.

Knowledge of those nonprofits that
serve seniors in Brevard is limited. Aging
Matters gets the lion’s share of public
funding to serve seniors. They have
money designated in certain grants for
outreach, but their efforts are mainly
directed to a program brochure. On the
other hand, the mission of Helping

Seniors is to inform, educate, and connect

seniors to needed services on a continu-
ing basis. We can marry up valuable

example of why senior leadership is
needed if we are to develop plans and
financial resources to meet future needs.
Time to stop the can.

Joe Steckler is the President of Helping
Seniors of Brevard, a nonprofit organiza-
tion designed to advocate, educate and
fundraise on behalf of Brevard’s senior
citizens. Feel free to contact at (321)
473-7770 or info@helpingseniorsofbre-
vard.org.
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JMaats & Seaod

| Boneless Bl Angus NY Strip Steaks ........cceeueussuscisenns $8.971b

Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ......c.ocueeseucesessesenasenes $1.971b
$1.771b
$13.97 Ib

Pork Loin Roast (B
Large Sea Scallops

Dry Grocery)
San Marzano Tomato €ans (2802) .......cceceeerereessasasscnssenns $2.37

Flora Hot Cherry Peppers (3202) .......ccecuvercncnncnnsuncnsenne $3.37
D Candied Jalap (1602) $3.97

'Beer&Wine)
Landshark Lager (6/120z) $4.99
Abita Creole Cream Ale (6/12 0Z) ......ccvuseesesessesssscssnnaes $5.49

Genesee Beer (12/120z cans) $5.99
Budlight, Budweiser, Michelob Ultra (12/120z)

$10.99 |
Toasted Head Chardonnay & Cabernet (750ml) $6.99 B

\ July 2nd - July 8th

Kitchen'& Deeo

Troyer's Cajun Turkey Breast ..........cecueussusessscssssscsanes $6.971b
Lacey Swiss Cheese $5.971b
Made in House Macaroni Salad ...........cecuercninncnninnee $2.441b

"| Made in House Baked Beans
~ Made in House Classic Potato

Refrigerated(Grocery)
BOGO Mt. Vikos Feta Cheese (70z)
BOGO Castello Burger Blue Slices (5.302) «...ccovuversuersanenee $6.99

B0OGO Somerdale Pair Be With Beer Smoked Cheddar (70z) $4.97
NEW ITEM: Fresh Squeezed Orange Juice 16 0z & 320z

‘Produce) ‘
Fresh Yellow Sweet Corn 29¢ ear or 4 for $1.00
Yellow Sweet Onions 77¢1b
Seedless California Grapes ..........ccecucussesscssensnens $1.271b

Eppa White & Red Sangria (750ml) ........cccveuucurscusecunens $6.99
Seaglass Wines (750 ml)

10% OFF il |

Velvet Crush Cab (750ml)
Rosemount Pinot Noir & Riesling (750ml) ........ccoeuveueunne $3.99
Bite Hard Cider (4/160z) $10.99

California R 97¢head |

Week and Deads \
Jul)¢1 &Auly2lonly;

Fresh Ground Chuck
Mild Cheddar Cheese
Pork Back Ribs
House Made Bratwurst $2.751b
Scottish Salmon Filets $9.951b
Busseto Mild Dry Salami (702) .....ccevueensnsnssnsnssnnssnsennnes $4.97
35¢1b

$2.95Ib
$4.471b
$2.951b

Apples (all varietals) 80¢1b
while supplies last. no rain checks.

(Celebrate the 4th of July;
with Downtown Produce
Red, White, & Brew Tasting Event;

June 30th & July 1st
11:30-5:30pm

MON. - FRI. 9AM - 6:30PM SAT. 9AM-6PM SUN. 10AM-4PM
7856 Ellis Rd. Melbourne « 321-308-0275




