VIEWPOINT

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2018 « MELBOURNE » WWW.HOMETOWNNEWSBREVARD.COM * PAGE 6

Rants & Raves

Got something to say?

Email the Hometown Rants & Raves at

brevhnews@hometownnewsol.com
or call (321) 242-1276.

The Rants and Raves section provides a chance for readers to share their thoughts with
other readers. The opinions included are not those of Hometown News or its employees

Please limit your submissions to 250 words, so that we can include more entries. Readers
are asked to refrain from making libelous statements.

Take to the skies

When did we allow president
to lie all the time?

Wake up. When did the POTUS lying
just about every time he speaks become the
norm?

He just said his “tax cut” was the biggest
in American history.

Not only is that not true but it is not even
the biggest in the last decade.

Obama had a bigger tax cut in 2013.

Trump also said that he passed the most
legislation (bills) ever when in fact he
passed the LEAST going back to Eisen-
hower.

What is wrong with these people who
don't think his lying all the time is not a big
deal?

But these people will get their dues when
his tax cut goes into effect.

Then maybe that will wake them up.

Reader shares insight on
Jupiter Boulevard's economics

This in response to a recent rant whose
author does not understand why, when
leaving Bible study, he encounters prosti-
tutes along Jupiter Boulevard in Palm Bay.

He states (in his words) "Palm Bay is a
Godly, Bible-thumping community."

He asks why the prostitutes made Palm
Bay their home. Finally, he poses the ques-
tion, "Where are the pillars of this out-
standing community?" Perhaps I can pro-
vide some insight.

Prostitution, however ungodly, immoral,
and illegal it might be is a BUSINESS. For
any business to survive, it must have cus-
tomers. So, it would seem to me that for
these prostitutes to thrive in Palm Bay, it

must be because some of the Godly,
Bible-thumping community members are
purchasing their services.

This might also explain where some of
the pillars of this outstanding community
might be.

Resolving conflict peacefully
more productive for everyone

I am the old retired Army sergeant that
penned the Rants in the Dec. 22 issue.
Hometown News headlined my rant with
“Not having to fund military might solve
problems that plague us." This was not my
intention to convey this theme for the rant,
but it works.

The United States has become the unof-
ficial police unit that the rest of world has
come to depend upon to maintain some
sort of stability.

Until all of the nations become peaceful,
non-aggressive states, it is necessary for us
to maintain and fund a strong, well
equipped, and well-trained military.

Conflict is good and can resolve many
problems but conflict in a peaceful way is
more productive for everyone.

Returned purse not a miracle,
it was an act of kindness

With all due respect to the woman who
claimed she believed in miracles because
her purse was returned, I beg to differ.

What happened was not a miracle - it
was one decent human being doing the
right thing for another.

Nothing more, nothing less.

A real miracle would be if Congress
acted on behalf of all Americans or if Presi-

Alex Schierholtz/staff photographer
A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, carrying a classified payload named
Zuma, lights up the night skies after lifting off at 8 p.m. Jan. 7 from
Launch Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.

Is our community
really elder friendly?

hen our information specialist
was off for Christmas, the task
of answering the Helping

Seniors phone fell to me. We were able to
get help for callers, but it took my
experience of 27 years and knowing where
to go for help to solve the problems.

{ \ HELPING SENIORS

\**  OFBREVARD
JOE STECKLER

Thinking about two special calls made me
doubt how elder friendly we truly are in
Brevard. We collect thousands of dollars
for toys to give children at Christmas, yet
we can't help a senior citizen keep their
water turned on. Yes, I know about calling
churches for help, but even these sources
have their limits.

Resolving these two problems gave me
yet another reason to call attention to
situations that, unbeknownst to the
average citizen, occur daily in Brevard, a
county that voted to defund the Commu-
nity Based Organizations program for
nonprofits to add to its road-paving fund
while simultaneously planting palm trees
and building concrete medians on the
highways and streets. Now the county
commissioners are willing to borrow and
spend millions to bring a company to
Brevard on the premise that it will increase
infrastructure and salaries.

dent Trump stopped tweeting.

Consider for a moment the case

involving a delinquent water bill. Turning
off the water on an elderly couple with a
combined income of $1,425 a month
seems cruel, when the wife had lost her job
and was trying to find work. Lack of fresh
water can cause a multitude of health and
sanitation problems, particularly among
seniors with weakened immune systems.
Luckily we were able to find an under-
standing city employee who deferred the
bill another month, but still the couple
must pay it or face a similar situation next
month.

The second case involved Hurricane
Irma damage to two floors and a water
heater in a manufactured home. FEMA
assessed the damage at $327, a sum that
did not come close to the actual repair
cost. As a result, a 69-year-old woman has
been heating water in a tea kettle for
bathing since Irma. Her floors are unsafe

See SENIORS, page 7
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Seniors

From page 6

and the hot water heater a danger due to
sagging floors. She could find no one to
help her. After numerous calls we were able
to get her connected to a person who would
help her with the FEMA problem, but it will
take time.

Can we do better? Yes, and I think we
should. Both sources I reached for help
were logical. It took me time to find them
but I knew where to start and would pursue
the problem to resolution. But does the
average caller even know where to start or
have the determination to succeed?

Being continually rebuffed is not easy to
accept and often results in early defeat.
Information and education are important,
but so is the knowledge on the part of the
caller that there is someone out there
willing to help them.

As I write this article, I have three calls
waiting for me to answer to see if I can help
them.

My column today points out the need

for an elder endowment that can assist
those temporarily down and out. If we want
to be an elder-friendly community, we have
to work at it, and development of a county
Aging Plan is a good place to start. Maybe
direct some of that unexpected $24.5
million received from the school tax to the
care of elderly - just a thought. Or the
$100,000 from Florida Today for toys. Or
open United Way funding to new applica-
tions. I can think of many others but the
point is made. We need to do a better job of
reaching out to others so all can share.

These are excellent reasons why we
need nonprofits like Helping Seniors and
others who will continually remind us of
these needs and enable all to be functioning
parts of an elder-friendly community.

Asking others for financial support is
not easy, but it is necessary for nonprofits
like Helping Seniors and others to exist in
order to help those in need.

Joe Steckler is president of Helping
Seniors of Brevard, a nonprofit organization
designed to advocate, educate, and fundraise
on behalf of Brevard's senior citizens. Contact
the group at info@helpingseniorsofbrevard.
org or call (321) 473-7770.

copy of Hometown News while on a cruise vacation
in Santa Cruz de Tenerife in Spain.

Calendar

From page 5

day, March 6, “Challenges in Everyday
Decisions;” Tuesday, March 20, “Welcome
to the New Me;” and Tuesday, April 3,
“Review and Reflections”

Each session covers a different topic.
Participants may attend an individual ses-
sion, or all sessions.

The Sunflower House is in the Merritt

Are you a fan of the Hometown News? Well, we are inviting you to
take us along on your next adventure.
Each week, we will feature a different reader-submitted photo that showcases
one (or more) of our Brevard County residents reading the Hometown News in a
unique or exotic place. Whether you take a trip to the Grand Canyon or a cruise
to the Bahamas, bring your Hometown News with you and have someone snap a
picture.

Square Mall at 777 E Merritt Island
Causeway, Suite 201, Merritt Island.

Advance registration is required. For
more information or to RSVP, call Joanne
Barney at 321-752-2564.

Karaoke night: Elks Lodge No. 1744
welcomes Elks and guests to their lodge,
211 S. Nieman Ave., Melbourne, for
Karaoke with Janice and Rene each

Tuesday from 6 to 9 p.m. Supper is
See CALENDAR, page 13

Email your photo (at least 1 MB in size) to yourphotos@hometownnewsol.com
and include your first and last name, the city you live in and the
location/date of where the photo was taken.
Type ‘TOURING WITH THE TOWNIES’ in the subject line.

Let's see how many places we can go!

James Arnott
9 AB3307

GRAND
OPENING!
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Arnott’s Furniture & Auction
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' 407.401.9893

Just relocated to Melbourne from the
Davenport/Kissimmee area

850 N Apollo Blvd, Melbourne, FL 32€

i

Family run business open 7 days a week
Auctions every Friday at 7pm

Viewing anytime and registration starts at 5pm onward:

Within the store we sell new and used furniture, used he
liquidation and end of line store items, hou:
_large selection of tools new and store retur

We consign items in for auction:
house fulls, we offer delivery
at auction for a fe

auctionsbyjames@yahoo.com « heather.arnott@yahoo.com

See our weekly auction items online at: www.auctionzip.com

Facebook: Arnott's Furniture & Auction Gallery

Facebook: Arnott’s Auctions



