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BE TREATED LIKE A “KING” THIS SEASON WITH 
DURAN’S NEW AND IMPROVED CROWN CARD!

Call for more information. 321-504-7776. Limited time only!
Duran Golf Club | 7032 Stadium Pkwy | Viera, FL 32940|www.durangolf.COM

• 20% OFF GREEN FEES
• 1 FREE GREEN FEE ON CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE. (CART REQUIRED) 
• 1 FREE GREEN FEE ON PAR 3 COURSE
• UPGRADE ON RANGE BALLS
• 20% OFF MERCHANDISE AN D FOOD
• USGA ANNUAL HANDICAP SERVICE 
• SPECIAL CROWN CLUB MEMBERS ONLY EVENTS
• EARN LOYALTY POINTS

CONTACT ME IF YOU WANT TO SELL YOUR PROPERTY!

Clint Davis, Broker Associate 
Cell 321.604.1310 
Direct 321.426.0234 
clintondavis@remax.net 

www.clintondavis.realtor

Over 10 years experience and offering the highest level of service.

Hacienda Del Mar #240, Cocoa Beach
Price: $389,900

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1 car garage
Direct oceanfront

Move-in ready
Amazing pool location

141 SE 3rd Street, Satellite Beach
Price: $282,000

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
All new flooring and interior paint

Custom kitchen with granite
Walking distance to A-rated schools and beach.

Direct Oceanfront DealCustom Beachside

•––––––––––––––––––––––––––•

•––––––––––––––––––––––––––•

Custom Furniture • Headboards
Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Thousands of Fabric Samples

596 D. Sherwood Ave. • Satellite Beach, FL  
FL_designer@hotmail.com

321-779-0084

Don’t Replace 
RECOVER!
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Looking forward into 2019
During my 38-year military career, I 

learned from my own experiences and 
those of others with whom I served. Most 
of us thought it was dumb to ignore good 
advice or discount the possible effects of 
our actions. Good commanders tend to 
think that way, and I hope that describes 
my work as a senior advocate in Brevard. 

The question is, are we ignoring some-
thing we should be paying closer atten-
tion to? As president and often “phone 
answerer” for Helping Seniors, I believe 
so. It is my opinion that our County Com-
missioners have charted the wrong course 
for future support of the many nonprofit 
organizations that provide a valuable ser-
vice to our community. 

Let’s consider a call I had recently from 
a senior needing dental work. Breaking a 
tooth can happen at any age, and it hurts. 
After some research, I learned that a 
crown replacement without insurance 
costs between $600 and $1,235. If you are 
living on $1,100 a month Social Security, 
how do you afford it? Put it on a credit 
card and pay 28 percent interest? Just 
ignore the pain? 

These are real situations I am address-
ing. They happen daily in our communi-
ty, and places that can help are few in 
number. How many of you have experi-
enced a broken tooth, or can’t pay your 
water or electric costs? Yes, we have short 
term answers for one-time help, but it is 
the long term solutions that we need to 
consider.

As seniors deplete their savings faster 
than they had planned, they increasingly 
must pay utility, food, and medical costs 
on credit. Interest charges add up and 
they fall into debt. Is there an answer to 
this problem? Yes, but our elected offi-
cials are reluctant to discuss it. They 
believe that General Revenue funds must 
not fund organizations that help some of 
the less fortunate in our community. 

In 1996, United Way of Brevard con-
ducted a study of general needs in our 
county. To my knowledge, no other study 
was conducted until a group of concerned 
citizens called the Helping Seniors Advo-
cacy Council did so in 2014. The needs 
they identified mirrored the results 
obtained in 1996, so little progress was 
made in nearly 20 years. This reflects 
poorly on a county as rich in traditions 
and achievements as Brevard.

As a result of the 2014 study, the Help-
ing Seniors Advocacy Council made rec-
ommendations to the County Commis-
sioners about a County Aging Plan. Not 
one Commissioner replied. They argued 
that since there were no funds to pay for 
an Aging Plan, there was no need to 
develop one. How does a county improve 
the life of its citizens unless it knows their 
needs, develops a plan to meet those 
needs, and identifies funds to pay for the 
plan?

A committee of private and govern-
ment individuals could be charged with 
developing a workable Aging Plan to pro-
vide long term solutions to the many 

problems nonprofit organizations have 
identified. They could manage an endow-
ment created in part through General 
Revenue funds that would help identify 
and pay for ongoing needs. Most impor-
tantly, this committee must not be solely 
government controlled. 

As we embark on a new year, let us take 
action to refund our nonprofits. Quite 
honestly, Commissioners who should be 
aware of the needs of their constituents 
should be the first to correct their error in 
defunding our local nonprofits. At the 
same time, we must develop a better way 
to distribute these highly public funds, 
free from cronyism or poor judgment, 
and identify organizations that truly serve 
the entire county. We can and should do 
better.

Joe Steckler is president of Helping 
Seniors of Brevard, a nonprofit organiza-
tion designed to advocate, educate, and 
fundraise on behalf of Brevard’s senior citi-
zens. Contact the group at info@helpingse-
niorsofbrevard.org or call (321) 473-7770. 

HELPING SENIORS OF 
BREVARD
JOE STECKLER

artistic, for this family style event. Seashell 
dealers and shell craft artists will sell their 
wares and there will be an exciting raffle, as 

well. Featured will be Remembering: R. 
Tucker Abbott on his Centenary, and James 
Cordy, Longtime ATSC Member and club 
president. Please join us for the only event 
of its kind on Central Floridas East Coast!!! 
Questions please contact Alan Gettleman - 
Lychee@cfl.rr.com

Sunday, Jan. 20
Hearts Out to Haiti: The Holy Name of 

Jesus Catholic Community, located at 
2050 N. Highway A1A in Melbourne, 
presents the Hearts Out to Haiti Mission 
's “An Elegant Evening of Love and Laugh-
ter” on Thursday, Feb. 14, 2019 from 6:30 

p.m. to 10:00 p.m. in the Holy Name of 
Jesus Life Center.  The evening  will fea-
ture entertainment by Timmy V and the 
“Not So Newlywed Game”, a gourmet din-
ner and dessert with vegetarian option by 
Red Ginger, chocolates and roses for the 
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