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Rocking on the Porch in your Mind?

It could be a reality in this Destiny Home. Open

floor plan w/ Veranda Room, Kitchen features

Cook Island and Master Bath features 2 sinks.
This 2006 home has it all.

Call Phil Sanborn at 772-913-3254 for your viewing

gg%e?i&%ﬁfﬁe%féﬁbr@ Your Full Service Realtor
Member Indian River & Brevard MLS Services

First Choice Properties » 7656 U.S. Hwy. 1, Micco FL 32976

PACK MART

"A Full Service Shipping Center”
13537 US.HWY 1
Sebastian, FL 32958

UPS-FEDEX
772-589-6007

Copying-Faxing-Notary
Document Shredding NOW Available!

Moving Boxes and Moving Supplies
Estate Packaging-Mailbox Services-Greeting Cards

----------------- s

$2 OFF NEXT SHIPPING ,
PURCHASE WITH COUPON .

N
Comfort CoverSystems

Proudly roofing since 1985

Mobile/Manufactured m Roofing System

Insulated Energy Star Rated Roof
Manufacturer’s Backed Lifetime Warranty
Financing Available

STOP Roof Leaks

Single-ply roofing membrane toughened with
Elvaloy resin modifiers from Du Pont.

Visit our website at comfortcover.org

FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-226-0955

FL LIC. #CCC 057091
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Looking into 2019

During my 38-year military career, |
learned from my own experiences and
those of others with whom | served. Most
of us thought it was dumb to ignore good
advice or discount the possible effects of
our actions. Good commanders tend to
think that way, and | hope that describes
my work as a senior advocate in Brevard.

The question is, are we ignoring some-
thing we should be paying closer atten-
tion to? As president and often phone
answerer for Helping Seniors, | believe
so. It is my opinion that our County
Commissioners have charted the wrong
course for future support of the many
nonprofit organizations that provide a
valuable service to our community.

Let’'s consider a call I had recent-
ly from a senior needing dental work.
Breaking a tooth can happen at any
age, and it hurts. After some research, I
learned that a crown replacement with-
out insurance costs between $600 and
$1,235. If you are living on $1,100 a
month Social Security, how do you afford
it? Put it on a credit card and pay 28%
interest? Just ignore the pain?

These are real situations | am address-
ing. They happen daily in our commu-
nity, and places that can help are few in
number. How many of you have experi-
enced a broken tooth, or can’t pay your
water or electric costs? Yes, we have
short term answers for one-time help, but
it is the long term solutions that we need
to consider.

As seniors deplete their savings faster
than they had planned, they increasingly
must pay utility, food, and medical costs
on credit. Interest charges add up and
they fall into debt. Is there an answer
to this problem? Yes, but our elected
officials are reluctant to discuss it. They
believe that General Revenue funds must
not fund organizations that help some of

the less fortunate in our community.

In 1996, United Way of Brevard con-
ducted a study of general needs in our
county. To my knowledge, no other
study was conducted until a group of
concerned citizens called the Helping
Seniors Advocacy Council did so in
2014. The needs they identified mirrored
the results obtained in 1996, so little
progress was made in nearly 20 years.
This reflects poorly on a county as rich in
traditions and achievements as Brevard.

As a result of the 2014 study, the
Helping Seniors Advocacy Council
made recommendations to the County
Commissioners about a County Aging
Plan. Not one Commissioner replied.
They argued that since there were no
funds to pay for an Aging Plan, there
was no need to develop one. How does
a county improve the life of its citizens
unless it knows their needs, develops a
plan to meet those needs, and identifies
funds to pay for the plan?

A committee of private and govern-
ment individuals could be charged with
developing a workable Aging Plan to
provide long term solutions to the many
problems nonprofit organizations have
identified. They could manage an endow-
ment created in part through General
Revenue funds that would help identify
and pay for ongoing needs. Most impor-
tantly, this committee must not be solely
government controlled.

As we embark on a new year, let
us take action to refund our nonprof-
its. Quite honestly, Commissioners who
should be aware of the needs of their
constituents should be the first to correct
their error in defunding our local nonprof-
its. At the same time, we must develop
a better way to distribute these highly
public funds, free from cronyism or poor
judgment, and identify organizations that
truly serve the entire county. We can and
should do better.

772-913-1440
arolyn@comcast.net

¢ Physical therapy

321.316.5669 « www.vnatc.com

¢ Medication management

‘ We’re more than
just a home

healthcare company

For nearly 20 years, the VNA has focused
on caring for patients and our community

¢ Chronic disease management e Community flu shot clinics
e Post-surgical nursing care

e Free community blood
pressure and sugar screenings

(@AM

HOME HEALTHCARE

License# HHA299991471

Micco Ba
Car Was

4 - $7.00 CAR WASHES
FOR THE PRICE OF 3!

(SEE STORAGE OFFICE)

Manual Wash Bays
Vacuum & Shampoo carpets
Automatics with
Credit Card Machines or Cash

5655 Micco Rd.

(772) 664-7087




