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What Do Florida Budgets Contain  
for Seniors? 
By Joe Steckler, President, Helping Seniors of Brevard County

This really is a topic that 
more seniors should 
address, because an honest 
discussion would reveal 

the lack of support seniors need. Our 
state budget, like the national budget, 
could more fairly support those who 
bear the cost of it. The reason I say this 
is because the State of Florida has had 
about 65,000 seniors on a waiting list 
for various services for many years. The 
problem is exacerbated by an almost 
complete lack of local government 
programs available to assist the elderly. 

My words may sound harsh but 
they are true. Development of programs 
that would reduce the overall numbers 
waiting for assistance is needed. While the word taxes strikes 
terror in the hearts of many, without it we would not have 
local governments to provide for services needed by all. For 
my article I want to focus on our County budget, for it is the 
one most capable of developing both the plan and necessary 
funding to support assistance to the elderly in Brevard.

Although the general community is not responsible 
for the care of an aging community, we should be more 
concerned with doing “the right thing”. Two critical and 
unmet needs of seniors are affordable housing and major 
house repairs. But there are other serious problems that elders 
and those living on fixed incomes experience after age 65, 
so many that I could never list them all here. I assure you 
that there are many in Brevard who fear their ability to exist 
from day to day, and that is not right. We can and should do 
something about it.

Several years ago a basic planning paper was developed 
by a small group advocating for seniors and submitted to the 
County for action. Nothing was done to address this effort, 
but the document still exists and points out the need for the 
County to start planning for those aging in Brevard. Why 
can't the County assess the needs of those growing older and 
living on a fixed income? We pay many on the County staff 
a decent living with a guaranteed retirement, whose job it 
should be to act on what I am discussing in this article.

We have a conglomeration of organizations taking 
action on piecemeal parts of the problem. Think what could 
be accomplished if the County developed a plan to build 
affordable housing and address other needs of the elderly 
and those living on fixed incomes. I am not talking another 
1965 Older Americans Act, rather a Brevard County plan 

to support local citizens who will 
need help to age with a semblance 
of dignity. Brevard is expanding in 
all directions, and the County will 
increase taxes to cover this expansion. 
Why not do the same for seniors? 

Addressing the need for affordable 
housing will cost money but it should 
be done. And, if we effectively plan 
for this and other aging needs, we 
can be far ahead of a problem that 
will one day explode. This issue 
needs the attention of our County 
Commissioners. Continued failure 
to build affordable housing and plan 
for the needs of an aging community 
does not make sense nor is it the right 

thing to do when we invite people to come to live in our 
community. Find out for yourself what the budget contains 
for seniors. 

Northern Lights In Finland  
staying in Glass Igloo’s!  I only have 
3 seats left! November 7-14th, 2019, 
Highlights of this trip: Helsinki, Senate 
Square, Helsinki Cathedral, Lapland Region, 
Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort, Finnish Sauna, 
Meet & Greet with Santa, Reindeer Safari, 
Northern Lights Searches, Husky Safari,  
Glass Igloo Accommodation

MSC Seaside - January 4th-11th, 2020 
- Jean is taking a group down to Miami to 
sail on one of the most beautiful ships at 
sea! Our rates include roundtrip motorcoach 
and baggage handling. Taking deposits now 
of $99 per person, this is selling fast! Bus 1 
and 2 sold out! Now selling last bus

Private  
Norwegian Cruise  
Line Event Sale -  
Special amenities and  
exclusive promotions. Book  
any category on the Norwegian Joy  
or Encore, brand new cruise ships thru 
June 12, 2019 and get $100 OBC for your 
cabin, one bottle of wine and chocolate 
strawberries. Book any other Norwegian 
cruise ship, any category will get $50 OBC, 
bottle of wine and chocolate strawber-
ries delivered to your cabin. $50 deposit 
required.

Two critical and unmet 
needs of seniors are 

affordable housing and 
major house repairs.


