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VA Releases Updated DOD List 
Identifying Agent Orange Sites Outside 
of Vietnam

The Barefoot Bay Veterans Service 
Office recently received this notice. The 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) released in January an updated 
Department of Defense (DOD) list of loca-
tions outside of Vietnam where tactical 
herbicides were used, transported, tested 
or stored by the United States military. In 
addition to the Blue Waters Act, veterans 
no longer have to have been “in-country” 
to be eligible for Agent Orange benefits.

DOD conducted a thorough review of 
research, reports and government publi-
cations in response to a November 2018 
Government Accountability Office report 
found online at https://www.gao.gov/
assets/700/695490.pdf. 

Veterans who were exposed to Agent 

Orange or other herbicides during service 
may be eligible for a variety of VA ben-
efits, including an Agent Orange Registry 
health exam, health care and disabil-
ity compensation for diseases associated 
with exposure. Their dependents and sur-
vivors also may be eligible for benefits.

The Barefoot Bay Veterans Service 
Office is open Monday through Friday, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Our location is 
next to the CVO on the backside of the 
Convenience Center. The phone number 
is 321-215-7966.

Note that the Veterans Gathering 
Center has recently opened and is now 
operating Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. It’s located next to the Barefoot Bay 
Water and Sewer District Office. All veter-
ans are invited to come out for fellowship, 
games and big screen TV. If nothing else, 
check out the awesome flagpole!
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2020 Models Available NOW!
Custom Home Designs Available

River Grove Mobile Home Sales

8442 US Hwy. 1, Micco
In Front of River Grove Mobile Home Park.

Selling NEW 
Townhomes, Jacobsen 

Skyline & Homes

THE NAME YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE BEST IN RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION

ENDEAVOR
CONSTRUCTION INC.

WHEN QUALITY MATTERS
• Garages / Sheds • Screen Rooms • Wood Additions

• Mobile Home Roof Overs • Hand Rails 
• Hurricane Protections • Carports

Wood - Masonry - Steel - Aluminum Structures

State Certified Building Contractor
CBC1251585 

Troy Douglas 772-473-7213
Steve Douglas 772-473-7212

4455 Micco Rd.• endeavorconstinc@comcast.net

46 Years’ Experience • Licensed & Insured
FREE Estimates

We’re more than  
just a home health  

care company

License# HHA299991471

For 20 years, the VNA has focused on 
caring for patients and our community

•  Chronic disease management
•  Post-surgical nursing care
•  Physical therapy
•  Medication management

•  Community flu shot clinics
•  Free community blood  
 pressure and sugar screenings

License# HHA299991471

321.316.5669
www.vnatc.com

Fountainhead Memorial Park 
Your Life Your Legacy Seminar

March 5, 2020 and March 19, 2020
12 -2 pm in Building D 

Catered Appetizers and Desserts

Answering all the questions you may have 
and questions you haven’t considered about

funeral, cremation and cemetery! 
Please RSVP to: SHEILA LUKE at: 

sheila.luke@dignitymemorial.com or call 
O�ce at 321-768-0776 ask for  Sheila 

Cell# 321-474-8461 (how many attending) 
Hope to see you there! 

Senior Advocacy
After months of anticipation, it is now official – Helping Seniors will sponsor a new 

Senior Advocacy Group at Zon assisted living facility, located at 1894 South Patrick Drive 
in Indian Harbor Beach. Join us the first Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m. until noon. 
The first meeting will be March 3rd. To make your reservation, please call Kim at 321-
473-7770.

It is imperative that seniors unite to determine their own future. We have seen state 
and local elected officials vote to eliminate or transfer funds intended to help seniors. For 
the past decade Florida legislators have been raiding the Sadowski Fund, moving $1 bil-
lion in funds meant to build affordable housing over to the general revenue portion of the 
state budget. Will we continue to let those we elect make decisions that adversely affect 
seniors?

Speaking of the state budget, I call your attention to the recent State of the State 
address by our Governor. If there was a mention of seniors anywhere in his talk, I failed to 
hear it. I have to admit that I am hard of hearing, but for that talk I had my hearing aids in 
and the TV turned up to hear any mention of seniors – which I did not.

You have read my comments about our County Commissioners defunding local non-
profits. Nonprofit funding in Brevard was once $1 million annually, but times change and 
so do Commissioners. Although seniors are a rapidly growing segment of our population, 
programs and funding to assist seniors are not in place.

I do not think that our state or county is working to address problems caused by a rapid 
growth of seniors, problems that will only intensify as the population increases. Would it 
surprise you to know that we have more than 50,000 people on Medicaid waiting lists in 
Florida? Neither national nor state resources can resolve the issue without local support.

In 2015, Helping Seniors joined forces with community volunteers to survey thousands 
of seniors in Brevard County. Based on the results of that survey, we compiled a paper and 

presented it to the County Commissioners 
for action. Nothing was heard from that 
effort, but now we intend to pick up where 
we left off. Our goal is to spearhead work 
with the County Commissioners to develop 
a senior plan for Brevard County.

Sixty years ago I never envisioned writ-
ing columns like this. I was young, and 
what happened to seniors was not a con-
cern to me. Now I can see that thinking 
about seniors is critical in places like 
Brevard where seniors make up almost half 
the population. We can and should do bet-
ter for those who need affordable housing, 
assistance with prescription drugs, ramps, 
and other things affecting an older popula-
tion.

Call 321-473-7770 and reserve your 
spot for the first meeting of the Senior 
Advocacy Group.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-
7770, at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.
org, or at P.O. Box 372936, Satellite Beach, 
FL 32937.

Joe
Steckler


