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While it was disappointing to can-
cel the first meeting of the new Senior 
Advocacy Council, it was equally heart-
ening to see that 50 people signed up 
for the event. For 30 years I have been 
advocating for seniors in Brevard and 
believe that seniors and caregivers are 
starting to realize that issues important 
to them will only be resolved by a uni-
fied effort to make positive things hap-
pen. The coronavirus threat is a real 
concern, but hopefully we will be past it 
soon. With that in mind, we have tenta-
tively rescheduled the Senior Advocacy 
Council meeting to April 23rd, but will 
again change the date if the coronavirus 
threat remains.

The Senior Advocacy Council is vital 
to ensuring Brevard’s ability be a leader 
in programs benefiting the elderly. On a 
recent radio show, we featured the AARP 
Back to Work 50+ Program. I knew little 
of the program, but after 30 minutes was 
convinced that we should work together. 
At Helping Seniors, we get numerous 
calls from seniors who need part-time 
work but have trouble finding jobs or 
are not prepared for the application pro-
cess. By training seniors to compete for 
jobs with confidence, Back to Work 50+ 
simplifies a problem that to many may 
seem insurmountable. I made certain 
these ladies knew about our next Council 
meeting.

When I asked the AARP representa-
tives what their number one problem in 
getting seniors to apply for the program 
was, they said it was lack of awareness. I 
replied that a major objective of Helping 
Seniors is to inform and educate people 
in Brevard about the many wonderful 
resources available. Certainly, a program 
that is in tune with today’s changes in the 
job market needs to be promoted within 
the community, especially a program 
designed like the AARP Back to Work 
50+ Program. This is only one example 
of a program that can be identified and 

used to advocate for seniors.
In starting a movement to unify seniors, 

we must identify real life concerns to the 
Brevard County Commissioners, Florida 
legislators, Governor, and other key deci-
sion makers. Advocacy takes time but 
if never started nothing will be accom-
plished. What might have happened had 
the public known that our Governor and 
Legislature was raiding the Sadowski 
Fund—money established to build afford-
able housing—of about $2.3 billion over 
the past 20 years? If that money had 
been used as intended, think how much 
affordable housing could have been con-
structed and available to serve those we 
call homeless today.

I do not advocate for free money for 
all, but do believe that in a state with a 
$93 billon budget, we can do better than 
have 50,000 people on a wait list for 
Medicaid services. Had we more wisely 
managed our ability to meet developing 
needs over the years, we might not have 
such enormous lists of people needing 
services and affordable housing. 

Development of an effective Advocacy 
Council is a step in the right direction, so 
call 321-473-7770 and reserve a seat for 
the April 23rd meeting at Zon Beachside 
Assisted Living. Be part of a movement 
to cause leadership to listen and plan for 
meeting the needs of an expanding num-
ber of seniors.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-
7770, at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.
org, or at P.O. Box 372936, Satellite 
Beach, FL 32937.

Joe
Steckler

MOBILE HOME ROOFING

• Lifetime Transferable Warranty
• Energy Efficient
• Protects Your Home
• Roof Insurance Certifications
• Financing Available
• FREE Estimates

FREE
VIDEO ROOF INSPECTIONS

LICENSED & INSURED #CCC1327406 • CBC1259006

1.877.572.1019
AllFloridaRoofs.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Safe • Affordable • Fast

Packing • Moving • Storage
Small or Large Moves
Local  National Service

Sebastian/Vero  (772) 589-0806
U.S. Toll Free    (877) 269-3773

USDOT # 2053077 - FL Reg. # IM1505 • www.sebastianmoving.com

• Professional Tax Preparers
• Personal and Small Business Preparation

Tax, Payroll & Bookkeeping Services

Sebastian Office
9432 N US Highway 1, Sebastian, FL 32958

Phone - 772-646-0037 • Website - www.kl2tax.com
• Email - kl2taxes@gmail.com 

Nails, Naturally!
An American Nail Studio

307 Barefoot Blvd., Suite 1
772.257.1984

www.nailsnaturally.org
naturalmanipedi@yahoo.com

THE HEALTHY SIDE
OF BEAUTY

Manicures, Medical Pedicures,
Gel/Shellac Polish,
Nail Restorations,
Gel Strengthener

4/5 Palm Sunday - Cantata
"Who Is Jesus?" 10:00 am

SEBASTIAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1029 Main Street, Sebastian, FL 32958

772-589-5230 • www.sebastianumc.com

Come Worship
with Us

4/12 Easter - Includes Communion
and Special Music 10:00 am
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772-257-1363 • Walk-ins OK


