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Today I want to talk about making tough decisions. 
Placing an elderly person in a care facility is difficult 
for both parties, the placer and the one being placed. 

One reason for this difficulty is lack of communication. 
	Elder family members may avoid financial discussions 

with their children because they realize they have not  
planned adequately for the rising cost of living. Younger 
family members, raising a family and planning for retirement, 
feel badly that they can not provide financial assistance  
to help parents or other loved family members. It is a  
complex and often embarrassing state for either party,  

and geographical distance can complicate the situation. 
	In the 30 plus years I have been working with families, I 

have seen these problems resolved when we understand what 
happens as we grow older. Likes and dislikes change; so does 
trust. Often we take for granted our expectations of family 
members. However, life experiences change us, often in ways 
that are hard to see when we live apart. 

	It is important to recognize what these personal changes 
can mean to us if we delegate responsibility to family 
members or friends through a power of attorney (POA). I 

have discussed the intricacies of granting a POA 
on many radio and television shows, as well as 
the topic of elder abuse. 

In my opinion, the granting of a POA must 
be undertaken with great consideration and 
discussed with a licensed attorney. The powers 
granted must be understood and accepted by 
the person creating the POA, while the person 
receiving it should fully understood and agree to 
what has occurred. Otherwise, we set the stage 
for misunderstanding and possible fleecing of an 
elder person. Family financial abuse is the most 
common type of elder abuse.

Consider for a moment an elder parent 
who outlives the spouse and lives far apart from 
family, a common occurrence. This person may 
not want to move and still has the mental acuity 
to make living and financial decisions. However, 
due to age, he or she needs help paying bills, 
making some decisions, and other such tasks. 

If you find yourself in this position and 
grant any person certain types of POA, you 
are making it possible for that person to have 
control of your financial and other accounts. 
While this may work to your best interests, I 
strongly recommend spending a few dollars and 
reviewing your decision making process with an 
estate planning attorney. This could result in less 
stress and save you money in the long run. 

If the POA is a poor decision, you can only 
correct it through a written legal document. So, 
I again advise you to consult an attorney before 
putting certain authorizations in place. Saving a 
dollar may result in spending many to correct a 
situation in which you might place yourself and 
also require more tough and difficult decisions.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-7770, 
at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.org, or at P.O. 
Box 372936, Satellite Beach, FL 32937. 

More Tough Decisions
By Joe Steckler, President, Helping Seniors of Brevard County
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    2021 Foundation Cruise 
    Helping Seniors of Brevard

Oct 17th - Oct 24th 2021 - 7-Night Cruise Round Trip Port Canaveral

Payment Information
Initial deposit $400.00 per couple

Final payment July 15, 2021
Cancellation: $35.00 Admin fee

After 07/15/21 You will get Future Cruise Credit

Contact: Helping Seniors of Brevard Travel Club Office 321-978-5211 
or Chris Morse 818-430-1480 Cell or Chris Morse 818-430-1480 Cell 
Cruising the Sea of Excellence                      

EARLY BOOKING INCENTIVE -  Book outside & receive free upgrade to Balcony

Special MSC Divina 7-Night Cruise Price Includes…
 Cabin * All Port Charges * All Taxes * Travel Insurance * Gratuities 

* Admin Fee * Fundraising Donation – Helping Seniors of Brevard 
* Special Events * Private Cocktail Party * World Class Casino 

* Comedy Shows  * All Meals  * All Entertainment           
* Work-Out Facilities  * World Class Spa * Great Dancing * Live Bands

Plus:Plus:
$50 On Board Spending Credit * Free Wi-Fi OnBoard

                                                       
Itinerary…

•Sun Oct 17th Leave Port Canaveral at 6:00PM • Mon Oct 18th Ocean Cay Marine Preserve
• Tues Oct 19th Ocean Cay Marine Preserve • Wed Oct 20th Fun Day at Sea

• Thurs Oct 21st Cozumel Mexico • Fri Oct 22nd Costa Maya Mexico
•Sat Oct 23•Sat Oct 23rd Fun Day at Sea • Sun Oct 24th Arrive Port Canaveral

Helping Seniors of Brevard is a Florida 501(c)(3) Nonproot.  Helping Seniors of Brevard - Senior Resource Center - 1894 S Patrick Dr - Indian Harbour Beach  FL  32937.  The Helping Seniors Travel Club is operated by Senior Travel division of The Travel Center 
- CST # 20000881-10 FST # 14672 - who is solely responsible for all travel arrangements..  A portion of travel commissions from Helping Seniors Travel Club Members travel funds the Helping Seniors Endowment.

Ocean View Stateroom from                   
Ocean View Balcony Stateroom from   
Junior Suite from                                        
Quad & Triple Cabins Available               

$  910.00 per person
$  990.00 per person
$1320.00 per person
CALL FOR PRICING             

Original Birth Certificate & Photo ID Required -or- Passport

 

BACK TO SEA SPECIAL:

Limited Time Offer

Book an Outside Cabin
& receive FREE Upgrade

to BALCONY CABIN!

Sail with friends and family from Brevard County!  Special Exclusive Helping Seniors 
Programs on board plus Special Musical Guest Lorri “I’d Like to Teach the World to 
Sing” Hafer, Jazz/Big Band Singer, who has toured the world with the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra, The Tommy Dorsey Orchestra and Les Brown’s Band of Renown.

SPECIAL EARLY BOOKING INCENTIVE!


