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Importance of staying connected - part three

topic of this article. It describes

something that happens too often in
the life of average senior Americans when
our care system breaks down (though we
seldom hear about it). Sadly, the following
case did happen and underscores the
importance of our new program, Staying
Connected.

A man was in an assisted living facility
receiving daily physical therapy but making
no progress. The doctor transferred him to
hospice care. At some point a bandage was
placed on the man’s toe. Four days passed
without anyone looking at the bandaged
area. When the bandage was finally
removed, the man’s toe was black and
gangrenous. His leg had to be amputated
midway between the ankle and knee, and
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several days later he passed away.

There are many questions to answer.
What did the hospice team really do to care
for the man? Why didn’t they check the
bandage earlier? A healthy person went
from well care in assisted living, to needing
more care, to hospice, to death from a
treatable condition. During this process the
man’s daughter was also involved in his
care, but to no avail.

Now consider if a Staying Connected
volunteer with a medical background had
been in regular contact with the daughter.
He or she might have noticed something
wasn't quite right about the care process in
the course of their conversations. This
could have prompted the daughter to ask
questions sooner. We will never know, but
one thing is certain - we do need people in
our lives.

Having a person to talk to is what Staying
Connected is all about. Many seniors are
alone, having outlived their families. They
need a person who will listen and help them
get answers to their questions. Today’s
automated phone programs simply cannot
take the place of actual two-way conversa-
tion. At Helping Seniors, we want to
connect seniors with someone who will be

a friendly and reassuring presence.

If you want to be a volunteer caller, or
enroll in the program to receive calls,
contact Kim, our Information Specialist, at
321-473-7770 or at kimbernard@helpingse-
niorsofbrevard.org. I or one of our Board
members will be following up to make sure
you are happy with the caller you received.
We recognize that seniors are a vulnerable
section of our society and will do our best
to ensure you are safe and satisfied with the
program.

The Staying Connected program has
started, now help us make it grow.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-
7770, at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.org,
orat P.O. Box 372936, Satellite Beach, FL
32937.
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ing Services will provide engineering and
related services for the formulation, design,
development, fabrication, integration, test-
ing, verification, and operations of space
flight and ground system hardware and
software, including development and vali-
dation of new technologies to enable future
space and science missions.

“The contract calls for multidisciplinary
engineering services with emphasis on the
mechanical engineering of materials, struc-
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tural analysis and loads, mechanical design,
electromechanical design, thermal, contam-
ination and coatings, manufacturing, and
integration and testing,” said Mr. Janokaitis

The contract has a five-year base period
and an option for an additional six month
extension.

“Together, with Aerodyne, we bring a
compelling and comprehensive portfolio of
expertise to propel NASA to study and
explore the universe,” said Stuart Bradie,
KBR President and Chief Executive Officer.

For more information visit www.aero-
dyneindustries.com and www.kbr.com.

¢ Live-In Managers!

¢ Three Chef-Prepared
Meals Daily

¢ Month to Month Rental -
No Long Term Lease!

¢ Weekly Housekeeping

All-Inclusive Amenities

Celebrate Life.

Shell Harbor’s resort lifestyle is all-inclusive!
Our monthly rent has no hidden fees, and
includes luxuries like chef-prepared Freedom Dining
options, housekeeping services, rich entertainment
options, and experienced live-in managers.

¢ 24-Hour Concierge
& Valet Services

¢ Transportation Services

¢ 24-Hour Emergency
Alert System
¢ And Many More!

Call today to learn more about our

exclusive Charter

Residency Program:

321-252-4750
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ShellHarborRetirement.com
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