Affordable Housing

By Joe Steckler, President, Helping Seniors of Brevard County

t is a beautiful day outside, but my non-walking body
remains chained to a wheelchair. So, it's a good time to
write about a topic we continue to kick down the road —

affordable housing.

Little is written about disabled persons and affordable
housing, so here is a short sidebar. Recently I received a call
from a disabled lady in her 60's who has been a caring and
productive member of our community. On January 1st she
tried to renew the lease on her apartment, where she has lived
and paid rent for the past 12 years. Instead of a new lease, she
was given an eviction notice.

Having suspected something was afoot, she had already
started looking. And, we are talking about a senior woman
on Social Security looking for Section Eight housing. She was
given a smaller rental with a tub, rather than the walk-

earmarked for affordable housing (and received $400 million
in 2022).

Without such leadership, we will never build affordable
housing. The money is there if used wisely. Earlier I
mentioned $12 million in County funds. That $12 million,
my fellow Brevardians, was spent for County pay raises.

We have long needed a plan to build affordable housing.
We want people to come to Brevard, but will they come if
they cannot afford to live here? And, we will always need a
way to assist those about to become homeless. That structure
in Palm Bay could have been a starting point.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-7770, at wwuw.
HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.org, or at RO. Box 3729306, Satellite
Beach, FL 32937.(3)

in shower she needed due to her disability. Now let
me tell you the rest of the story.

The lady had been living in Section Eight housing
that cost her $130 a month. The new place, smaller
and with a tub, would cost $330 a month. She DOES
not complain, other than to berate a landlord who
sold her home of 12 years, causing her rent to double
in an apartment that does not have a walk-in shower.

Fast forward to already limited affordable W.H_'l,’_’,l ._'_m“““" l_m"“"'"l

housing. By that I mean housing that mid-income
families need to rent — housing that used to be rented
for $1,200 a month and now costs $1,600 or more.
For many, this is not really affordable...especially

for the disabled lady. She has no resources to meet
increased costs and, if there is no longer any Section
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Eight housing, she could easily become homeless.

Can we solve this problem? Yes. The City of
Palm Bay received $12 million in American Rescue
Plan (ARPA) funds, $5 million of which was recently
offered in a Request for Funding to for-profit and
non-profit organizations assisting homeless persons
and those needing affordable housing. At the same
time, there is an empty building in Palm Bay, a
structure that was first a hotel, then an assisted living
facility, which might be converted to affordable
housing for temporary renters facing homelessness.

Now, consider this scenario: the Director of
Brevard's Housing and Human Services steps forward
and says, “We will form a county coalition to convert
this building in Palm Bay into affordable housing and
build other affordable housing on County land. We
will use the $5 million from Palm Bay, monies from
other Brevard cities if available, and the $12 million
left over from the County's $125,000,000 in ARPA
funds.” Then our legislators could seek matching
funds from the state's Sadowski Fund, which is

20 | www.seniorscenemag.com | September 2022

Daughtry wiPop Evil
Sept 18, 7.30 PM
Party on the Patio 5:30 PM

Broadway Season Opening:
Chicago
Oct 13-14, 7:30 PM

' Disney Princess
The Concert
Nov 13, 7 PM

Classic Albums Live: U2
The Joshua Tree
Sept 24, 8 PM
Party on the Patio 6 PM

KILLER

EEN:

Killer Queen:
A Tribute to Queen
Oct21, 8 PM
Party on the Patio 6 PM

“Weird Al" Yankovic:
The lil-Advised Vanity Tour
Qct 11, 7:30 PM

Broadway Series:

Stomp
Nov 9-10, 7:30 PM

REG

TOM SEGURA

N I'M COMING
EVERYWHERE

Foreigner: The Greatest Hits
Nov 20, 8 PM
Party on the Patio 6 PM

L3HARRIS ‘ A

WORLD TOUR

TOM SEGURA ==

I'm Coming Everywhere Tour

Nov 25, 7 PM & 10PM




2023 FOUNDATION CRUISE
HELPING SENIORS OF BREVARD

Sail with your friends and your Helping Seniors friends from Brevard
County on the luxurious MSC Meraviglial Choose our 2-night quick
getaway to Ocean Cay Marine Preserve, our 7-night sailing to Costa
Moyo Cozumei and more, or come with us for the entire fun sailing!

BACK TO SEA SPECIAL:

FORT CANAVERAL
Wu.-.pﬁ-l\\
USA b

Take a 2-night getaway, | e =
Explore the 7-night sailing | | oéeafcey | |

Limited Time Offer

Fun Saill h
HPt H i\ Book an Outside Cabin
or join us for 9'n|gh|'5 “‘zm-.m & receive FREE Upgrade
of fun and luxury! e i to BALCONY CABIN!
s GO SO .\ Special MSC Meraviglia 7-Night/9-Night Cruise Price Includes...
Let's Go Sailing!
from PDRMCEEE\EE{S::%EEr f;i:nc‘lir.\“i:ou;yﬁrze?azri Countyl Cﬂ bin * A" PO" Charges ” A" Tﬂxes » Gra'Ui'ies
e — ' * MSC Drink Package (valued at $343/person)
ol Chis o Ay oA ALY ST o Dt * Wifi Package (valued at $134/person)
TN S * All Meals * All Entertainment * Special Events * Private Cocktail Party

* Admin Fee * Fundraising Donation - Helping Seniors of Brevard
* Work-Out Facilities * World Class Spa * Great Dancing * Live Bands

= Itinerary...
2022 Foundation Cruise Fri Jan é" Leave Port Canaveral at 6:00PM « Sat Jan 7" Ocean Cay Marine Preserve
Helping Seniors of Brevard + Sun Jan 8" Leave Port Canaveral at 6:00PM + Mon Jan 9" Nassau Bahamas

+ Tue Jan 10" Ocean Cay Marine Preserve * Wed Jan 11" Fun Day at Sea
* Thu Jan 12" Costa Maya Mexico + Fri Jan 13" Cozumel Mexico
+Sat Jan 14" Fun Day at Sea « Sun Jan 15" Arrive Port Canaveral

2-Night Getaway Balcony at $264/person (double)
7-Night Balcony (w/ Wifi & Drink Package) at $842/person (double)
9-Night Balcony (w/ Wifie & Drink Package) at $1106/person (double)

Contact: Helping Seniors of Brevard Travel Club Office 321-978-5211
or Chris Morse 818-430-1480 Cell
Cruising the Sea of Excellence

SeniorTravel

Your Senior Travel Specialist
a division of The Travel Center
C5T# 2000881-10 FSTR:14672

Helping Seniors of Brevard is a Florida 5011c)3) Nonprofit. Helping Seniors of Brevard - Sensor Resource Canter - 1894 5 Patrick Dr - Indian Harbour Beach FL 32937, The Helping Seniors Travel Club is operated by Senior Traved diviskon of The Travel Center
-C5T # Z20000881-10 F5T # 14672 - who is solely responsible for all travel arrangements.. A portion of iravel commissions rom Helping Senicrs Travel Club Mermbers travel funds the Helping Senions Endowrment.
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