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Why we need a senior resource center

s you read my column today, think
Aabout the title. Why do we need a

Senior Resource Center? For years,
every news source has commented about
our lack of affordable housing, transporta-
tion, and financial assistance for rent
payments, moving costs, and other needs
identified in a United Way workshop in
1992. These needs still exist.

Affordable housing. I recently read about
a huge (affordable??) housing project in
Rockledge. Current plans call for the
construction of 148 one-bedroom/one-bath
apartments averaging 800 sq. ft., 120
two-bedroom/two-bath apartments
averaging 1,360 sq. ft., and 24 three-bed-
room/two-bath apartments averaging 1,460
sq. ft. Monthly rental costs will range from
$1,800 for the one-bedroom to $2,400 a
month for the three-bedroom model. I see
these as models for incoming traffic and not
models of the type needed for affordable
housing.

Transportation. For as long as I have lived
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in Brevard, we have needed a better
transportation system. We do have some
service, but it is not elder friendly, often
taking long waits to reach a destination.

Financial assistance. There will always be
a need for charitable assistance for the poor.
And, like it or not, there will always be a
need to assist people despite all the excellent
planning tools we have available. Some
people, even though they may want to save
for retirement, do not have the money
necessary to live and plan for retirement at
the same time. Imagine a family of four
trying to live in a 1,350 sq. ft. apartment
paying $2,000 a month when they earn a
minimum wage. It cannot be done.

Somehow we must honestly develop
affordable housing, a usable transportation
system, and a way to act as brokers for those
who need monthly financial assistance to
live. I personally do not want to be unfairly
taxed to solve these problems, but I am in
favor of using the funds available to meet
some of these needs.

In our new Senior Resource Center, there
will be space to develop a volunteer
transportation system to get people to
medical and other important destinations.
Offices will be devoted to teaching comput-
er skills to those not familiar with working
the Internet. There will be a committee to
develop affordable housing, a way to
provide information on financial assistance,
and a Brevard County Aging Plan. Home-
lessness will also be an ongoing topic for
discussion, for the elimination of homeless-
ness will only come about with a change in
mindset of those who choose this lifestyle.

I sincerely doubt we will ever solve all
these problems. However, I do think we can

do a better job of addressing them. All that I
propose will cost money. It will require the
support of five Brevard County Commis-
sioners, the County Manager, and State
Senators and Representatives. A little help
on the federal level would be most helpful.
A one-cent tax would solve many of the
problems I have cited if we could get the
funds in the hands of those who would use
them for the purpose intended.

What I am saying is that there is a better
way to run the railroad. I think we have
long been afraid to approach those who
control our tax dollars and ask for a better
explanation of their use. There are state
funds designated for the use of building
affordable housing. We call ourselves
constituents, but are we? We can do a better
job and it is time those we call our elected
leaders do a better job.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-7770,
at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.org, or at
PO. Box 372936, Satellite Beach, FL 32937.

Community
Calendar

For the complete Community Calender listings,
go to www.hometownnewsbrevard.com/
calendar/community/
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Monster Slay Day, ages 9-17yrs, 2-4pm. A
variety of role-playing games will be played
where you go on adventures, develop
problem solving skills and cooperatively build
the story. You can let your imagination run
wild! Come be a part of the fun and make
friends with others who enjoy role-playing
games. Suntree/Viera Public Library on 902

Jordan Blass Dr. in Melbourne. More info:
321-255-4404.

THROUGH APRIL 30

Each year, a Florida ROTC High School
senior student student can apply for the Col.
Matthew J. Hearon Scholarship. The ROTC
student must exemplify the character and
dedication Col. Hearon had as the Com-

mander of the 164th ADA Brigade for the
Florida National Guard. Apply on the OASIS
website EVERY YEAR through April 30th at
www.oasisofcfl.org. Or contact: scholarship@
oasisofcfl.org or 607-684-5483 for more
information.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22
See CALENDAR, page 8

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN.

When they do -
we're here for you.

Whether it’s just to make sure everything is ok,
or you've been hurt, Complete Care is your first
and last stop on the road to recovery. Always
schedule an injury screening after an accident.

COCOA

817 Dixon Blvd Suite 101

Cocoa, FL 32922

C D Complete Care-

3 LOCATIONS IN BREVARD COUNTY

PALM BAY

160 Malabar Rd SW Suite 105
Palm Bay, FL 32907

TITUSVILLE

3243 Garden Street
Titusville, FL 32796

Complete-Care.com ¢ 321-295-8589 e Call for Same-day and Next-day Appointments




