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5 year old Male
Mixed Breed

Hi there! My name is Magni and I'm just a
handsome guy looking for his new home!
Some of my favorite things to do are playing
outside with my other doggy friends, and
chase the dragonflies! My friends here at
the shelter all tell me I'm just a cute guy,
and they don’t know why I haven’t been
adopted yet! All I know is, if you're looking
for a nice dog to add to the family who loves
cookies, and can enjoy the simple
things..I'm your man!! Come meet me at the
Animal Care Center! You'll be glad you did!
I am microchipped, up to date on vaccines,
and my adoption fee is sponsored!
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Don’t be an ostrich

affordable housing road, but with more

information than before. The facts I
have researched should prompt seniors, as
well as some of the middle age constituency,
to question why more of our elected
officials are not involved in the battle for
affordable housing. This question might
also be directed to Brevard County staff
who work in those areas affecting seniors
and others who need affordable housing.

My research shows that the general
population, those who pay taxes out of
hard-earned dollars, are not informed
about, nor do they appear to be motivated
in finding out how they can cause those we
elect and their staff to keep them informed.
In sum, I do not know how much those we
elect are made aware of solutions available
to correct the lack of affordable housing.

First, we need a way to pay for affordable
housing. To my knowledge there is no
private investor who will build and operate
housing at a loss. Elected officials will need
to work out a solution and, like it or not,
this means government involvement and a
tax. Passing a tax is one thing, keeping it on
its directed path quite another. It can be
done if private citizens are involved to
ensure monies are used as intended.

I am aware of a private project costing
$13 million that is being built right now.
When finished, there will be forty 3-bed-
room/2-bath apartments available for rent
based on the ability of the family to pay.
That is true affordable housing. Unfortu-
nately, delays have been caused by scarcity
of trained workers and materials, plus rising
costs. These and other issues might have
been avoided if local government had been
involved.

Second is the problem of taxes. The
County currently has a 1 cent sales tax that
generated about $161 million from
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2020-2022 for Brevard Public Schools, in
addition to the normal taxes we pay
annually. Then we have the lagoon tax,
which brought in a like amount. There is
also the State of Florida Sadowski Fund that
contains millions of dollars for affordable
housing but is raided annually by our
legislators to help fund the State budget.
Recently, citizens of Merritt Island
expressed their anger at the lack of housing
for seniors in our County. Where is all this
new money going?

Our elected officials are to be commend-
ed for their interest in giving more to
Brevard County schools and the Indian
River Lagoon. I wish they would show as
much interest in seniors who have outlived
their retirement savings. How many of you
could have predicted how long we now live
or the high cost of food we see today?

We cannot keep burying our heads in the
sand like the proverbial ostrich. To build or
acquire more affordable housing will cost
money and that is a known fact. The can
being kicked down the road has turned into
a very large can, moving faster, and it needs
to be stopped. Solving the problem will
require leadership capable of looking into
the future and convincing our elected
officials that our current modus operandi
must change.

Contact Helping Seniors at 321-473-7770,
at www.HelpingSeniorsofBrevard.org, or at
P.O. Box 372936, Satellite Beach, FL 32937.



