v

will kick the can further down the affordable housing

road, but with more information than before. The facts

| have researched should prompt seniors, as well as

some of the middle age constituency, to question why
more of our elected officials are not involved in the battle
for affordable housing. This question might also be directed
to Brevard County staff who work in those areas affecting
seniors and others who need affordable housing.

My research shows that the general population, those
who pay taxes out of hard-earned dollars, are not informed
about, nor do they appear to be motivated in finding out
how they can cause those we elect and their staff to keep
them informed. In sum, | do not know how much those we
elect are made aware of solutions available to correct the
lack of affordable housing.

First, we need a way to pay for affordable housing. To my
knowledge there is no private investor who will build and
operate housing at a loss. Elected officials will need to work
out a solution and, like it or not, this means government
involvement and a tax. Passing a tax is one thing, keeping it
on its directed path quite another. It can be done if private

citizens are involved to ensure monies are used as intended.

Don’t Be an Ostrich

By Joe Steckler, President, Helping Seniors of Brevard County

| am aware of a private project costing $13 million that
is being built right now. When finished, there will be forty
3-bedroom/2-bath apartments available for rent based
on the ability of the family to pay. That is true affordable
housing. Unfortunately, delays have been caused by
scarcity of trained workers and materials, plus rising costs.
These and other issues might have been avoided if local
government had been involved.

Second is the problem of taxes. The County currently has
a 1 cent sales tax that generated about $161 million from
2020-2022 for Brevard Public Schools, in addition to the
normal taxes we pay annually. Then we have the lagoon tax,
which brought in a like amount. There is also the State of
Florida Sadowski Fund that contains millions of dollars for
affordable housing but is raided annually by our legislators
to help fund the State budget. Recently, citizens of Merritt
Island expressed their anger at the lack of housing for
seniors in our County. Where is all this new money going?

Our elected officials are to be commended for their
interest in giving more to Brevard County schools and the
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Quality Pharmacy
Care Is More Tha

P HARMATCLCY

We offer FREE
Prescription
Delivery Service

For a Healthy Dose of Care

NOW OFFERING A FULL LINE OF CBD PRODUCTS*

321.242.2440

= CBD is a Natural alternative support for

overall well-being gaining rapid popularity

= A remarkable response from customers for
uses including: sleep, mood, pain and memory

® Our product is Non GMO, Gluten Free,

Third Party Lab tested quality

= Stop in and talk to our pharmacist about any questions or concerns

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. CBD is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or
prevent any disease. It is advised you check with your physician before starting any new dietary supplements

2176 Sarno Rd, Melbourne
HRS: Mon-Fri 9-6 & Sat 10-1

Melbourne.MedicineShoppe.com

B Now accepting United Healthcare
and Health First insurance

B COVID Vaccines/Boosters available
B Preferred Pharmacy for Health First
B United Healthcare Pharmacy Provider
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2023 3°° ANNUAL FOUNDATION CRUISE
HELPING SENIORS OF BREVARD
Oct 12th & Oct 15th 2023 - 3- 7- or 10-Night Cruise Round Trip Port

3 Cruises to Choose From!

, Sail wﬁh your friends ond your Helping Seniors friends from Brevard
County on the luxurious MSC Seaside! Choose our 3-night weekend
getaway to Ocean Cay Marine Preserve, our 7-night sailing to Costa
Maya, Cozumel and more, or come with us for the entire fun sailing!

Take a 3-night getaway, e S BAC;(pL%csﬂE:ﬁ;tlz(.:mu
Explore the 7-night sailing oL | | g s e
or join us for 10-nights weeken Crise s/
of fun and luxury! R |

3rd Annual
Helping Seniors Foundation Cruise

* Cabin * All Port Charges * All Taxes * Gratuities
* Travel Insurance * Drink Package * Wifi Package
* All Meals * Hafer Trio Private Entertainment
* Special Events * Private Cocktail Party * Admin Fee
* Fundraising Donation — Helping Seniors of Brevard
* Work-Out Facilities * World Class Spa * Great Dancing

EARLY BOOKING INCENTIVE - Call for Special Pricing!

Special Musical Guest
Lomi “I'd Like to Teach the World to Sing” Hafer

Lori Hafer - who was lead singer in the “Hillside
Singers”, who had the world-wide hit with *I'd
Like to Teach the World to Sing” - is a renowned
Jazz/Big Band Singer who has toured the world
with the Glenn Miller Orchestra, Buddy Morrow &
the Tommy Dorsey Crchesira, Les Brown & his
Band of Renown, and more.

MSC Seaside rewrites the rule book of cruise ship design,
combining indoor and outdoor areas fo connect you with
the sea like never before. MIC Seaside features a unique
seafront promenade ined with places to eat. drink; shop.
swim and sunbathe. And you can enjoy superb views from
two glass-floor catwalks and panocramic elevators.

10-nights - as low as $1,141 pp - or choose Balcony at $1,421 pp
7-night - as low as $823 pp - or choose Balcony at $983 pp
3-night - as low as $376 pp - or choose Balcony at $496 pp

{all inclusive pricing based on double-occupancy and includes amenifies s listed abovel]
Contact:
Helping Seniors of Brevard Travel Club
Chris Morse 818-430-1480 Cell
Cruising the Sea of Excellence

Helping Seniors of Brevard is a Florida 501{<)3) Nonprofit. Helping Seniors of Brevard - RO, Box 372936 - Satellite Beach, 32937R0. Box FL 32937, The Helping Seniors Travel Club is operated by Senior Travel division of The Travel Center
CST ¥ 20000881-10FST # 14672 - who Is solely ible for all travel A portion af travel commissions from Helping Seniors Travel Club Members traved funds the Helping Seniors Endowment.

SeniorTravel

Your Senior Trave| Specialist
a division of The Travel Center
CSTH 2000881-10 FSTR:14672
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